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Top 10 Tips For 

Creating A Successful 

Litigation Timeline 

Helping the jury understand your evidence is key to a 

favorable outcome in the courtroom. If there is 

extensive and/or complex data that you need to 

present, an effective timeline can drive your points 

home and create a memorable impact. 

Courtroom Concepts has decades of experience 

designing customized, convincing litigation timelines. 

As a result, we have streamlined the formula for 

making a winning trial graphic. 



Lawyers often work on a particular case for years. When this 

happens, every piece of evidence begins to seem critical. 

While all evidence is important, not all data should appear on 

a timeline. Deciding what to include may not be an easy 

task. You will have to take a step back, be ruthless with the 

entries, and think “BIG PICTURE.” What information is 

absolutely necessary to summarize your account of what 

happened? 

BIG 
think picture 

TIP # 1 



It is important to identify the crucial purpose of 

your trial graphic when developing an effective 

litigation timeline. For example, do you need to 

show that a substantial amount of time passed 

before something happened? Did several 

incidents occur in a short period of time? Was 

one patent filed before another and you want to 

visually depict this time span? Knowing the critical 

point you need to make is essential as you 

develop the layout of a convincing timeline. 

FOCUS YOUR MESSAGE 

TIP # 2 



Too much information will weaken the impact of 

your timeline. If there are excessive details in a 

trial graphic, significant entries will not stand out in 

the courtroom or in a juror’s memory. 

Keep It SIMPLE 

TIP # 3 



Remember LESS Text Is Best 

 
An effective timeline uses the “billboard” strategy 

of revealing information. Your audience must be 

able to read each point quickly and easily. 

Pitfalls to avoid: the more text on a timeline, the 

smaller the text must be. The smaller the text, the 

harder it is to read. 

Danger: if entries are in paragraph form, the 

reader is more likely to lose interest. 

TIP # 4 



Strategize with 

Space and Size 

First: determine placement. If the 

timeline will appear on a board, 

consider how much space you 

have to work with before beginning 

the design process. Your in-trial 

litigation consultant can help you 

determine the best options for 

placement of a timeline in the 

particular courtroom where you 

trial will be held. 

After determining placement: 

convey the size restrictions to the 

creator of your timeline. 

TIP # 5 



Another option is a timeline with information 

above and below the time bar. There is usually 

a specific reason to design this type of timeline. 

Some examples: there could be a “what we 

knew” section and “what they weren’t telling us‘ 

section, or perhaps a certain type of data 

needs to be isolated while other entries provide 

the overall chronology. 

To save time and money it is good to make a 

decision early regarding which format is most 

advantageous based on your specific needs. 

Strategize with FORMAT 

Generally, timelines are formatted so that data flows from 

the top. This format tends to be more useful to facilitate a 

smooth sequence and optimal use of space. 

TIP # 6 



Generally, you want to use colors that are 

pleasing to the eye, such as blues and 

greens. However, reserve a couple of 

“power colors” such as red and yellow to 

make the most important entries stand out. 

Consider color-coding content to reveal 

common events. For example, you might 

want to color-code contracts in orange, or 

have all actions taken by one particular 

party in green. 

Strategize with COLOR 

TIP # 7 



TIP # 8 

Should a timeline have a title? Unless you have multiple 

timelines that need to be distinguished with categories, it 

is generally best to avoid using valuable space in this 

way. There is no need to have a header at the top saying 

“Timeline” or “Chronology.” 

HEADERS or NO HEADERS? 



TIP # 9 

Consider adding exhibit numbers to your timeline. This 

validates the points you are making. 

Consider adding highlighted links to exhibits to drive 

home the point you are making. 

Your Evidence 



TIP # 10 

When creating a timeline, you have options.  

• You can create a timeline in-house, 

although this may require a substantial 

investment of time. You will need to 

determine if this is the best use of your time 

and your employees’ time, and if your team 

has ample resources to achieve the 

dynamic, professional quality needed to 

compete in the courtroom. 

• You can use a timeline program. These are 

good for inputting data but fall short in 

customizing, space management, and 

visual appeal. 

• You can utilize visual litigation support 

consultants such as Courtroom Concepts. 



www.courtroomconcepts.com 

713-651-9333 

1001 McKinney, Suite 1230 

Houston, Texas 77002 


